
Gallery Opening!!
Don’t forget to spread the 
work about our gallery 
opening which will be held 
March 6th from 5pm to 7pm 
Eleven Twenty Projects 
Gallery
1120 Main St., Buffalo

In Class Progress

We would like to thank everyone for all the hard work you have 
put toward this years program. It is truly shaping up to be one 
of our most involved programs to date. We would never have 
been able to affect so many wonderful children without all the 
great support and effort you have dedicated to this cause. It 
is because of your dedication that we are so successful. You 
should all be very proud of the work you are doing. We wanted 
to take a moment and hight light some of the exceptional work 
being done in the classrooms. 
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School 32 Bennett Park Montessori
Project Name: Montessori-ville
Grade Level: Pre-School & Pre-K; Michele Cosmann
Architects and Students: Dan Chorley (Watts A+E), Rebecca Morris-
Chatta (Darwin Martin House), Stanicka Mathurin (UB)

“Students engage in architectural design by constructing their own 
neighborhood called “Montessori-ville”. Using familiar building types the 
students explore this imagined built environment through their lost stuffed 
animal friend. Through the considerations of shape association, scale, and 
facade design, students recreate the children’s story “Knuffle Bunny” by Mo 
Willems.”

Project Name: Shape-borhood
Grade Level: Pre-School & Pre-K; Maegan Cobello
Architects and Students: Crystal Schomger (Young+Wright), Hadi 
Al-Jabi-Lopez (UB), Kajal Patel (UB)

“By linking geometric shapes, in two and three dimensions, to the built 
environment, students have developed an understanding of space and its 
structural components. By joining geometric planes, to form volumes, the 
students now understand that void space can be inhabited.”

Project Name: From Shapes to House
Grade Level: Pre-School & Pre-K; Patricia Griffiths
Architects and Students: Marisa Caban (Foit Albert), Stephanie Koch 
(Foit Albert), Lisha Chouhan (UB), Aleiya Als (UB)

“This project will help students identify their shapes and to understand that 
these shapes are everywhere and can turn from flat shapes (square) to solid 
shapes (cubes). Students are able to refer back to the stories in class and 
apply what they learned through different mediums. The final project takes 
a spin on the “Three Little Pigs” with the “Three Little Pigs: An Architectural 
Tale” from which they will design 3-4 kid size houses made out of different 
materials such as scraps, glass, bricks, and hay.”



Project Name: Chairs4kids
Grade Level: 3rd grade; Melinda Meczynski
Architects and Students: Elisabeth Decker (Carmina Wood Morris), 
Ashley Alfau (UB), Jason Lieng (UB), Taylor Stewart (UB)

“As they learn about 2d and 3d shapes we will start to explore structure as 
well. Finally, we will apply all of this knowledge and have them understand 
the design process of the assembly of a chair with the opportunity to apply 
their own style and creativity to make this chair one of a kind.”

Project Name: Nature’s Playhouse 
Grade Level: 3rd grade; Bridget Jakabowski
Architects and Students: Russel Roberts (Kideney), Tierra Barnes 
(Kideney), Jaidon Ramirez-Zeno (UB), Althea Seno (UB)

“Students will integrate what they learned from nature/material learning, 
and history lessons about the primitive hut to put together their own 
interpretation of a hut. Using creations from activities in the classroom they 
will put together a “Nature’s Playhouse” that will sit in the back of their 
class and be big enough to inhabit.”

Project Name: From Shapes to House
Grade Level: Pre-School & Pre-K; Samantha Fairl
Architects and Students: Sean McKenzie (Iskalo Dev.), Jeff 
Chouloute (UB), Michelle Chen (UB)

“The project is about learning behavior and environment of birds through of 
migration, hibernation and adaptation. We are designing birdhouses through 
the lens of different geometric shapes and also exploring insulation. The 
children are gaining an understanding of the size and proportion of different 

shapes such as pentagon, square, rectangles, triangle and circle.”

Project Name: Ship Shape Playground 
Grade Level: Kindergarten; Brittany Serafini, Marissa Pontello
Architects and Students: Joe Molek (Stieglitz Snyder), Christa 
Trautman (UB)

“Kindergarten students at BPS 50 are hard at work designing a new 
playground for their campus. As the school ramps up for a new addition, 
their out of date playground will be replaced. Working in groups of three, 
students are tasked with designing a playground structure generated from 
a 3D form such as a cylinder, cone, or triangular prism. Each of the play 
structures will be sited in relation to one another to form a complete a 
collaborative class site model.” 

Project Name: Shapes Around the World
Grade Level: 1st grade; Tiffany Bryant
Architects and Students: Mark Brooks, Long Assoc., Chris 
Osterhoudt (AR), Natasha Mendis (UB), Pablo Wikander (UB)

“Our group dealt with large buildings/landmarks in various countries and 
depicting these using shapes, loosely based on the designs of windows 
found in Frank Lloyd Wright’s projects. ”

School 50 North Park Community

School 37 Futures Prep



Project Name: The House of Lights
Grade Level: 1st grade; Janelle Taukatly
Architects and Students: Hector Garrido (Trautman Assoc), Mehrdad 
Naghizadeh (UB), Michelle Jeong (UB)

“The purpose of this project is to help students understand light and 
shadows through building the house of lights. Learn teamwork through the 
formation of teams to yield and collaborate with each other. In addition, it 
draws an understanding of 3D shapes by using various types of 2D and 3D 
shapes.

Project Name: Architecture Matters
Grade Level: 1st grade; Emily Hansberger
Architects and Students: Katerina Kalyoncu (CannonDesign), Mike 
Ohar (CannonDesign), Andrew Gunther (UB), Serena Mix (UB)

“Our project is an exploration of the states of matter and how they relate 
to solids. We are spending 4 weeks working to develop an understanding 
of how the phases work and interact. This is leading to the final were each 
member of our team works with a group of 6 students to build a home that 
uses all three states of matter.”

School 92 B.U.I.L.D. Community 

Project Name: Words to the World
Grade Level: HS Art; Michelle Schroeder
Architects and Students: Justina Zifchock (Watts A/E), Hunter Perez 
(UB), Rosanna Valencia (UB)

“By introducing the students to multiple versions of generating fovrm 
they will construct individual sculptures derived from personal expression 
translated into structural displays. Each piece will then become a 
contributing member of a single vertical tower.”

Project Name: Improving Our Neighborhood Economies
Grade Level: HS Economics; Damariz Hacker
Architects and Students: T.J. Mulligan (CannonDesign), Taylor 
Mortorff (UB), Courtney Vona (UB)

“Students are using research on their neighborhood demographics to 
propose design on an empty lot. They can propose any kind of building 
or program that they think will have a positive economic impact on their 
specific neighborhood.”

Project Name: The Darwin in the Details
Grade Level: HS Art; Kelly Horsman
Architects and Students: Ingrid Martinez (Clark Patterson Lee), 
Justina Dziama (AR), Sawyer Kost (UB)

“In our classroom, we are working on understanding the elements and 
principles of art/design- with a focus on light, space, texture and proportion. 
Each week, we have focused on one element and its applications in art and 
architecture, as well as an in-class activities using the element. Our final 
project will focus on a trip to the Darwin Martin house, and will culminate 
with 3D sculptures of details within the building, focusing on one specific 
element.”

School 212 DaVinci High School



Thank you Sponsors 
and Partners!
We would like to once 
again thank all of our great 
sponsors and partners who 
have helped us financially this 
year. Without your support 
this program would not be 
possible. Thank you! 

It’s not too late to pledge 
your support of this program 
— to pledge your support, 
(individual and corporate 
donations accepted) please 
visit:  

buffaloarchitecture.org/donate/ 
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